
 

 

President’s Message 
Greetings and welcome to another season in Mineral King. The winter seemed to go by way too fast, 

and I expect summer to go by even faster. As time marches on (i.e. aging), it seems there are more things I 

want to do, and it is harder and harder to get anything accomplished. Life today is filled with so many 

choices and so many decisions; just going grocery shopping can be mind boggling; low fat, low salt, low 

carb, gluten free, etc. I long for enjoying simple days in Mineral King, so I can ask myself what shall I do 

today? Go for a hike, go fishing, visit, take a nap? Maybe I will be ambitious and go for three out of four. 

Do you ever wonder what it must have been like to spend time in Mineral King in the 1930s or 1940s? Did 

families come up for just the weekend, or did they stay up for a week or weeks at a time? What did they 

bring for food? (Remember back then there were not all the prepackaged, preserved foods that we take for 

granted today). Do you ever think about what it must have been like driving up the Mineral King Road in a 

mid-to-late 1930s sedan or truck? No air conditioning, no automatic transmissions, no power brakes, no 

seatbelts, or, heaven forbid, riding in the back of a pick-up truck; how did anyone survive?! Would you like 

to know more about these experiences? If so, there are citizens of the Mineral King community who have 

experienced these times, and I am sure they would love to share them with you if you only ask. I challenge 

you to learn something about the old days this summer by asking someone in “the know.” 

I look forward to seeing you at Picnic in the Park.  I wish you a wonderful Mineral King summer! 
 

Stuart Hendricks      

Preservation Updates 
MKPS will soon have a place to 

store and display the extensive 

collection of Mineral King arti-

facts and records.  
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Activities 
Enjoy a summer full of interpre-

tive events and programs.   
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History Corner 
In 1966, a group of expert, and 

not so expert, skiers attempted a 

daring run from Eagle Crest. 
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An obsidian spearhead. An antique hunting knife. A mine claim in a 

tobacco tin.  An ore cart. A mining pick. A wagon wheel. 

These are just a few of the Mineral King artifacts hikers discovered in 

the last few years. Tragically, many of these artifacts are now missing.  

Mineral King has a wealth of cultural, as well as natural, resources. 

Due to Mineral King’s location and unique natural characteristics, it has 
played an important role in American Indian culture, the silver rush, 

management of private development on public land, protection of the 

sequoias, and establishment of a ground breaking Supreme Court deci-

sion that still has a profound influence on environmental protection ef-

forts. Mineral King’s artifacts shed invaluable light on these important 

topics, and enable us to better interpret events that have significance to-

day. Properly handled, these artifacts can help us better understand cul-

tural themes such as community, economic development, and land use.   

Unfortunately, many of Mineral King’s artifacts are at risk. Wind, 

rain, snowmelt, avalanches, landslides, and oxidation are rapidly de-
stroying countless items. Nevertheless, it is not nature that poses the 

greatest risk to Mineral King’s artifacts. Instead, it is human action, 

however well meaning. 

David Humphrey, Cultural Resources Program Manager for Sequoia 

and Kings Canyon National Parks, tells a story about his first week on 

the job, one familiar to many government officials working to preserve 

and conserve cultural resources. “You get an envelope with an artifact in 

it that was collected by somebody in the public who was well inten-

tioned,” he relates. “It’s a nice little artifact, but it doesn’t tell us much 

because we’ve lost the context.”  

Simply put, context is the location where an artifact is found. It isn’t 
just a point on a map however. It includes such information as the kind 

of site where the artifact was found, the soil, its depth in the soil, and 

other natural and manmade objects at the location. Context can tell us 

who owned or used an artifact, when, and why, and can increase our 

understanding of a place, a culture, and a period. When you separate a 

historic or prehistoric object from its context, you take away its power to 

convey meaning. “Without context,” says Humphrey, “a big part of the 

story is lost.” 

 “I have a drawer that I inherited from my predecessor that is full of 

such artifacts,” says Humphrey. If these artifacts are significant in some 
way, we will never know. If someone picks up an obsidian point lying 

on the ground, we may never discover that there was a Patwisha en-

campment there. If someone brings in a hunting trap, we may never 

know whether it was placed by the storied mountain man Shorty Love-

lace, or by a poacher in 1972. 

So what should we do if we find an artifact?  

1. Leave it be. Do not touch, pick up, or move the artifact. Its exact 

location and depth in the soil can provide invaluable information. 

Preservation Updates 
 

Preserving our Story 

 

MINERAL	  KING	  PARK	  

SERVICE	  PERSONNEL	  

Klint	  Powell:	  Sub-‐District	  

Ranger	  

Alyssa	  Van	  Schmus:	  Pro-‐

tection	  Ranger	  

Jeff	  Lewis:	  Trailhead	  

Ranger	  

Leslie	  Johnson:	  Trailhead	  

Ranger	  

Reed	  Fornoff:	  Trailhead	  

Ranger	  

Joshua	  Schultz:	  Interpre-‐

tation	  Ranger	  

Margaret	  Johnson:	  

Campgrounds	  and	  fees	  

Mary	  Cochrun:	  

Campground	  and	  fees	  	  

Morgan	  Danner:	  

Campground	  Host	  Volun-‐

teer	  

Eric	  Davenport:	  Mainte-‐

nance	  

Mike	  Budge:	  Maintenance	  

Steve	  Yaws:	  Maintenance	  
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 MKPS Activities 

A full program of interpretive programs will return 

to Mineral King this year. Josh Schultz is eager to 

include the Mineral King community in his 

schedule. To date, community-produced interpre-

tive events include the following events: July 3, 

hike to Black Wolf Falls; July 12, Empire Hike; 

July 26, Mineral King geology walk; August 2, 

White Chief hike; August 16, Concert in the 

Park/Hoedown. Campfire program schedules will 

be posted throughout the summer at the Mineral 

King Ranger Station, on the MKPS website, on 

the MKPS Facebook page, and to the MKPS e-

mail list. A new volunteer list manager is needed. 
Contact preservation@mineralking.org or Louise 

Jackson (559)561-3367. 

 

Looking ahead 
 

Denise Robertson, Sequoia Chief Interpreter, has 

secured funding for development of interpretive 

self-guided tours on the Nature Trail. A commit-

tee of Park employees and MKPS volunteers will 

develop the tours. Completion is scheduled for 

the summer of 2015. 

 

Alles Cabin 
 

Volunteers are needed to docent the Alles Cabin 

at Atwell Mill on Sundays, June 29 through Au-

gust 31, from 11:00 to 3:00. Contact preserva-

tion@mineralking.org or Louise Jackson 

(559)561-3367. 

 

Website and Facebook 
 

After years of dedicated service Jillaina Brown 

has stepped down. We all appreciate what 

Jillaina has done for MKPS. Stepping up as 

webmaster is Laile Di Silvestro. Send letters, 

Additionally, handling an object can damage it along with clues about its past.  

2. Record it. Take note of the artifact’s appearance and location. If possible, photograph it and its 

surroundings. If you can, note the GPS coordinates or mark its location on a topographical map.  

3. Report it.  Notify Park personnel as soon as possible. Report your find at the Mineral King 

Ranger station and notify Dave Humphrey (Dave_Humphrey@nps.gov, 559.565-3139) and the 

Mineral King Preservation Society (preservation@mineralking.org). 
 

The Park is required by law to protect, preserve, and interpret artifacts. After we report an artifact, 

experts will visit the location to assess and document both the artifact and its context. The Park will 

take any necessary steps to protect and preserve the artifact. One of the Park’s top priorities is public 

education. Insights provided by Mineral King’s artifacts will enhance the interpretive materials and 

programs developed and delivered in collaboration with the Mineral King Preservation Society.  

With context intact, each artifact has a story to tell, but more importantly, each can help us discov-

er and tell our own story. Mineral King’s historic and prehistoric sites, structures, and artifacts can 

help us form narratives that have broad cultural significance today. It is the meaning we derive from 

such narratives that gives us our individual and cultural identity.  

We all have an invaluable stewardship role to play in protecting Mineral King’s cultural resources, 

and helping ensure that our stories aren’t lost. 

Park Partnership 

Interpretive Programs & Education 

Representatives of the Park Service, the Preservation Society and District Association continue to meet 

on a monthly basis throughout the year. With the Cultural District Standards now in place, implemen-

tation of them is in process with all three bodies participating. Concerns and questions are clarified and 

worked out on an individual basis while conforming to guideline standards. By working together openly 

and cooperatively, better understandings and good progress are being made. 
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Preservation Projects 
 

Collections storage & display 

The Three Rivers Historical Society Board has 

approved the placement of an MKPS storage 

unit on their museum grounds. Volunteers are 

needed for its placement. Call project manager, 

Jim Ingram (559)799-3164 or President Stuart 
Hendricks (559)636-3523 for more information. 

Volunteers are also needed to scan and cata-

logue our collection of artifacts and files. Con-

tact preservation@mineralking.org or Louise 

Jackson (559)561-3367 

The Honeymoon Cabin 
 

Our small museum in the Honeymoon Cabin 

remains a popular place for visitors to explore. 

Volunteers are needed for a work party to re-
place boards on the South side of the cabin and 

paint it. Call Michael Botkin (559) 561-4322 or 

Bert Weldon (559) 855-4919, or contact preser-

vation@mineralking.org for details. Thank you 

for winter storage, set-up and maintenance of 

the little museum, Michael and Bert.  

The Disney story 

Bob Hicks, the Disney Corporation’s Mineral 

King Project Manager during the 1960s and 

1970s, has opened his personal project files for 

MKPS volunteers to scan and copy. For several 

months, volunteers have recorded Bob’s recollec-

tions and scanned and copied hundreds of files 

and photographs for the MKPS collection. Once 

the archival center in Three Rivers is in place, all 

will be available for public research and viewing, 
both on-site and on-line at 

www.collections.mineralking.org.    

 

  

 

 

questions, stories, cabin profiles, digital photo-

graphs, calendar events, and news updates to 

Laile at preservation@mineralking.org . She has 

a specific request for historic Mineral King pho-

tos. 

An MKPS Facebook page has been added where 
Laile will post weekly updates. Send her any 

videos and photos you’d like to share! 

Mineral King Webcam 

 
Glenn Cunningham’s Mineral King webcam 

continues to service a wide following. Its oper-

ation, upkeep and inevitable repairs can be 
costly. Donations for the expenses can be made 

at http://www.mk-webcam.net. Thank you, 

Glenn, for your invaluable service. 
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It was the spring of 1966. Winter storms had 

blanketed the slopes of the Mineral King cirque 

with a snow cover that fed visions of a massive 

ski resort, fueled fears of avalanche, and beck-

oned adventurers on skis. 

André Roch had spent most of his sixty years 

on skis. He raced in the 1927 Student Olympics 

in Italy, winning both the slalom and downhill. 

He created the Aspen Ski Club, and was a re-

nowned member of the Swiss Alpine Club and 

the Cascade Ski Club. He and two friends were 

the first people ever to ski down from the summit 

of Mount Hood. A ski run and a racing trophy 

were named after him. When it came to skiing, 

We	  welcome	  Joshua	  Schultz	  as	  Mineral	  King’s	  new	  interpretive	  ranger!	  Sit	  back	  and	  enjoy	  as	  he	  

tells	  us	  a	  bit	  about	  himself.	  

 Mineral King Interpretive Ranger 

 History Corner 

	  

	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  

I	  was	  born	  in	  Duluth	  Minnesota	  and	  grew	  up	  

spending	  many	  of	  my	  summer	  days	  with	  my	  

family	  camping	  in	  Minnesota’s	  State	  Parks.	  I	  

truly	  fell	  in	  love	  with	  wilderness	  while	  canoe-‐

ing	  in	  the	  Boundary	  Waters	  Canoe	  Area	  in	  the	  

Superior	  National	  Forest.	  After	  spending	  four	  

years	  as	  a	  medic	  in	  the	  10th	  Mountain	  Divi-‐

sion	  of	  the	  U.S.	  Army	  and	  a	  tour	  in	  Afghani-‐

stan,	  I	  could	  not	  wait	  to	  get	  back	  to	  the	  wil-‐

derness.	  I	  received	  a	  Bachelor	  degree	  in	  Rec-‐

reation/Outdoor	  Education	  at	  the	  University	  

of	  Minnesota,	  Duluth	  and	  found	  myself	  being	  

pulled	  in	  the	  direction	  of	  sharing	  the	  im-‐

portance	  of	  conservation	  and	  preservation	  

with	  everyone	  I	  met.	  

In	  2012	  the	  Kennecott	  district	  of	  Wran-‐

gell-‐St.	  Elias	  National	  Park	  in	  Alaska	  is	  where	  

I	  found	  my	  first	  National	  Park	  Service	  inter-‐

pretation	  position.	  I	  greatly	  enjoyed	  sharing	  

the	  copper	  mining	  history	  of	  that	  mill	  site	  

with	  the	  visitors	  that	  came	  through,	  as	  well	  

as	  learning	  a	  bit	  more	  about	  mountaineering.	  

Sequoia	  and	  Kings	  Canyon	  National	  Park	  in-‐

vited	  me	  to	  work	  in	  the	  Rangers	  in	  the	  Class-‐

room	  program,	  where	  I	  got	  to	  bring	  the	  Giant	  

Sequoia	  trees	  to	  the	  classrooms	  of	  the	  Cen-‐

tral	  Valley.	  There	  isn’t	  much	  more	  rewarding	  

than	  seeing	  kids’	  eyes	  open	  wide	  when	  they	  

see	  a	  Sugar	  Pine	  cone	  and	  a	  Sequoia	  cone	  for	  

the	  first	  time.	  I	  then	  spent	  the	  summer	  of	  

2013	  at	  Glacier	  National	  Park	  in	  Montana	  as	  

an	  interpreter,	  with	  lots	  of	  fun	  programs	  and	  

plenty	  of	  shooing	  sheep	  and	  herding	  people	  

at	  Logan	  Pass.	  After	  spending	  a	  second	  win-‐

ter	  with	  Sequoia	  and	  Kings	  Canyon’s	  Rangers	  

in	  the	  Classroom	  program	  I	  have	  the	  great	  

blessing	  of	  being	  the	  Mineral	  King	  District	  

Interpreter.	  I	  am	  looking	  forward	  to	  helping	  

visitors	  find	  the	  experience	  they	  are	  looking	  

for	  here	  at	  Mineral	  King,	  as	  well	  as	  working	  

with	  the	  local	  community	  and	  providing	  

meaningful	  interpretive	  programs. 

Bob Hicks’ Skiing Adventure 
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he was a recognized expert.  
Roch was also an avalanche expert. He first ex-

perienced the deadly power of snow in 1939 while 

climbing a peak in the Himalayas. An avalanche 

struck the expedition, killing two porters. Roch 

joined the Swiss Federal Institute for Snow and 

Avalanche Research, and became head of the Sec-

tion on Snow and Avalanche Mechanics and Ava-

lanche Control.  

In 1965, Walt Disney Corporation hired him to 

evaluate avalanche conditions in the Mineral King 
cirque where Disney was planning to develop a ski 

resort. Roch spent much of the winter in the val-

ley, conducting surveys and taking measurements 

to assess the avalanche threats in various portions 

of the valley. Based on his evaluation, Walt Dis-

ney Corporation decided to move the proposed 

resort to a safer location down the canyon. 

Roch’s preoccupation was not short on danger. 

By 1966, he had survived three avalanches and 

dug his son out a fourth. Such trauma did not pre-

vent him from embracing new adventures that 
came his way, however. One such opportunity 

came that spring of 1966. 
 

The only run 

Earlier that year, Ron Taylor, ski writer for the 

Fresno Bee, requested a visit to Mineral King to 

conduct research for a newspaper article. Accord-

ing to Bob Hicks, manager of Disney’s Mineral 

King Project, Disney decided to fly Taylor into the 

cirque with skis. Willie Schaeffler, an Olympic 

champion skier, selected a spot where a helicopter 

could drop Taylor, Hicks, Schaeffler, and a twelve-

year old boy named Craig  Thorn off for a memo-
rable run down to the valley floor.  

“Willie [Schaeffler] said nothing about where 

we were going,” recalls Hicks.  

Their destination was Eagle Crest, a relatively 

flat 11,190-foot peak. Upon disembarking, the 

group found themselves perched on top of a nearly 

vertical cliff with the frozen Eagle Lake 1200 feet 

below. Schaeffler launched himself down the cliff 

face. “As I recall, he yodeled on the way down,” 

says Hicks.  
 “The next to ski was the young boy. He took 

off and did fine. While I was standing, waiting, I 

began to tremble, wondering what was I doing 

there. I remember the helicopter taking off, blow-

ing snow and ice all over me, and I thought I 

should never have come on this trip. Ron Taylor 

was third man to go. He hadn’t gone ten feet when 
his skis slipped out from under him and he went 

fully head over skis all the way down to where 

Willie was standing.” 

Schaeffler helped Taylor rise, and Hicks con-

cluded that Taylor had survived. Telling himself 

that he couldn’t make a mistake now, Hicks took 

his turn.  

 “I leaned way out over the skis so they could 

bite into the snow. I made my first turn and I knew 

I was home free. Ron Taylor was all bloodied and 
skinned up and half in shock. We had to help him 

down to the base, where the helicopter then took 

him back to Fresno. That was our only run that 

day.” 
 

A lesson learned 

Hicks and Schaeffler weren’t done, however. 

They invited Roch to join them on a second heli-

copter adventure, along with Dave Beck, a Disney 

surveyor. This time they had the helicopter drop 

them off above a steep slope that descended to 

Mosquito Lakes. 

 “Willie took off skiing and yodeling down,” 
remembers Hicks, “and then Dave Beck took off 

and made it fine. But André Roch, who was an 

expert skier, took off his skis. With his skis over his 

shoulder, he backed downward, kicking his boots 

in the snow to make steps.” 

 ‘I think it saved, me,” concludes Hicks, “be-

cause I did the same thing.” 

As Roch liked to say, "Remember, the ava-

lanche does not know you are an expert."	  

Schaeffler and Roch in 1966 (Courtesy Hicks Collection) 
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The Becker cabin, built in 1929, is a well-preserved example of the summer cabins that sprang up in West 

Mineral King between 1924 and 1930. Constructed out of local and recycled materials, the cabin has shel-

tered four generations of Beckers. (NOTE: This	  is	  an	  excerpt	  from	  the	  full	  article	  available	  at	  

http://www.mineralking.org.) 

 Cabin Profile 

It was summer in the early 1930s. Frank Becker 

stood on the slopes of Empire Mountain with an 

old brick in his hand. The Roaring Twenties, a 

decade when stock values soared, women’s 

dresses inched up their legs, and jazz filled the 

airwaves, had ended with a stock market crash in 

October 1929. The worldwide Great Depression 

was underway. 

The	  brick	  Frank	  held	  represented	  another	  

crash,	  the	  end	  of	  another	  era.	  It	  was	  a	  remnant	  of	  

a	  two-‐story	  bunkhouse	  that	  sheltered	  about	  

twenty	  men	  who	  worked	  the	  Empire	  Mine	  of	  

Mineral	  King	  in	  1879-‐80.	  An	  avalanche	  de-‐

stroyed	  the	  bunkhouse	  in	  April	  1880,	  effectively	  

ending	  the	  Mineral	  King	  mining	  period	  and	  

marking	  the	  start	  of	  a	  new	  period	  featuring	  a	  

resort	  in	  East	  Mineral	  King.	  Now	  Frank	  intended	  

to	  use	  the	  brick	  to	  help	  launch	  a	  new,	  albeit	  more	  

personal,	  era.	  	  
	  

A	  place	  to	  spend	  the	  summer	  

In	  1929,	  Frank	  and	  his	  wife	  Livonia	  were	  high	  

school	  teachers	  in	  Los	  Angeles.	  Since	  the	  mid	  

1920s	  the	  Forest	  Service	  had	  been	  encouraging	  

educators	  from	  Los	  Angeles	  to	  build	  summer	  

cabins	  in	  a	  tract	  about	  a	  mile	  below	  the	  end	  of	  

the	  Mineral	  King	  road.	  The	  development,	  known	  

as	  Faculty	  Flats,	  had	  evolved	  into	  a	  tight-‐knit	  

community	  of	  about	  twenty-‐five	  families.	  It	  

wasn’t	  long	  before	  Frank	  and	  Livonia	  decided	  to	  

join	  the	  community	  themselves.	  	  

Frank	  and	  Livonia	  purchased	  a	  permit	  to	  

build	  a	  cabin	  in	  the	  tract.	  The	  land	  was	  nestled	  in	  

the	  trees	  on	  the	  north	  side	  of	  the	  Mineral	  King	  

road	  near	  the	  western	  end	  of	  a	  double	  string	  of	  

cabins.	  That	  summer,	  Frank	  began	  to	  build	  the	  

cabin	  with	  help	  from	  his	  son	  Richard	  and	  his	  

friend	  Fenton	  McClellan.	  	  

They	  started	  with	  framing	  lumber	  salvaged	  

from	  a	  Baptist	  church	  in	  Los	  Angeles	  that	  was	  

being	  demolished.	  Frank	  carted	  the	  lumber	  up	  

from	  the	  valley	  in	  multiple	  loads	  while	  con-‐

structing	  the	  cabin’s	  frame.	  	  

When	  the	  frame	  was	  complete,	  they	  covered	  

the	  outside	  of	  it	  with	  shingle	  siding	  and	  a	  shake	  

roof	  made	  from	  local	  materials.	  

In	  the	  early	  1930s,	  Frank	  and	  Richard	  built	  a	  

fireplace	  and	  external	  chimney	  from	  stones	  lying	  

about	  the	  cabin	  and	  incorporated	  a	  number	  of	  

bricks	  gathered	  from	  the	  ruins	  of	  the	  Empire	  Mine	  

bunkhouse.	  The	  fireplace	  introduced	  a	  new	  era	  of	  

relative	  warmth	  sure	  to	  help	  shivering	  children	  

“get	  up	  in	  the	  mornin’.”	  
	  

Carrying	  on	  tradition	  

Like	  Richard’s	  parents,	  Richard	  and	  his	  wife	  Mar-‐

garet	  were	  integral	  members	  of	  the	  Faculty	  Flats	  

society,	  as	  well	  as	  the	  broader	  Mineral	  King	  com-‐

munity.	  	  

When	  Mineral	  King	  was	  threatened	  by	  pro-‐

spective	  development	  of	  a	  vast	  Disney	  ski	  resort,	  

Richard	  joined	  the	  Organizing	  Board	  of	  the	  Min-‐

eral	  King	  District	  Association	  (MKDA),	  which	  

eventually	  supported	  the	  Sierra	  Club	  in	  a	  lawsuit	  

against	  the	  National	  Forest	  Service	  to	  block	  Dis-‐

ney’s	  plans.	  

Richard	  and	  Margaret	  spent	  every	  summer	  in	  

Mineral	  King,	  cherishing	  the	  land’s	  cultural	  herit-‐

age	  and	  passing	  it,	  along	  with	  new	  traditions,	  on	  

to	  their	  children	  and	  grandchildren.	  

	  

Are	  you	  in	  interested	  in	  a	  profile	  for	  your	  cabin?	  

Email	  us	  at	  preservation@mineralking.org.	  

	  



 

 

   

MKPS Contacts 
 

Phone: Stuart Hendricks, President, (559) 636-3523 

Mail: P.O. Box 286, Exeter, CA 93221 

E-mail: preservation@Mineralking.org 

Volunteer programs and artifact referrals: Louise Jackson, (559) 561-3367: history@mineralking.org 

Web-site: www.mineralking,org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MineralKingPreservationSociety  

Check our website for history, stories, opinions, volunteer activities and forms. 
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28th Annual Picnic in the Park 
PROGRAM: Superintendent Woody Smeck 

will provide personal reflections on the value of 
recreation cabin communities in the Sierra Ne-

vada. Then, William Martin will talk about the 
cabin community's role in the effort that brought 
Mineral King into the Park in 1978. 

DATE: Saturday, July 19, 2014 

TIME:  12:00 Noon 

PLACE: The Peterson/Davis cabin #16, East 

MK, at the north end of  “Pogue Road” near the 

Eagle trailhead parking lot. 

BRING: A picnic lunch and a folding chair or blanket. Lemonade and cookies 

will be provided! 

Supervisor Woody Smeck	  

PLEASE NOTE: ALL 2014 DUES ARE NOW PAYABLE unless you are a Life Member. 

To renew your membership, fill out and send the attached form to MKPS, P.O. Box 286.  
Exeter, CA 93221 or renew on line at www.mineralking.org. Regular membership dues are 
tax deductible and range from $10 for students to $40 for families.  

MKPS offers two types of Life Memberships – Individual at $250 and Couple at $400. If you 
would like to be a Life Member, please indicate your preference on the enclosed Member-

ship Form.  


