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Letter From the Director 
LISA MONTEIRO

To say 2020 has been a very trying year feels vastly inadequate. We have been working
to roll with the ups and downs as a non-profit and have been staying busy behind the
scenes. Our most recent challenge has come in an all too familiar problem these days
for California, catastrophic wildfire. 

With news of the evacuation warnings we decided it best to play it safe and move our
collection and office files down the hill. Not all of collection and archives have been
scanned and we did not want to risk losing any of the history that has been entrusted
to us to protect. After multiple trips from Three Rivers to Visalia we relocated about
90% of our collection from our office, storage space, and in the Three Rivers Historical
Museum. A huge thank you to Amy King from the Tulare County Museum for her
assistance with this. We then received notice that the mandatory evacuation for
Mineral King and Silver City went into effect.  We were not able to remove items from
the Honeymoon Cabin, the most historic item there being the cabin itself. At this time,
it appears both our office and the Honeymoon Cabin in Mineral King should make it,
though we are paying close attention to updates on the fire and weather and know
that these conditions can change at any time. We are incredibly grateful to the brave
men and women fighting these fires.  

We had plans to begin a few restoration projects at the Honeymoon Cabin, but those
plans are on hold until the gates reopen next year. If you are interested in supporting
this project, please contact me!  

I am pleased to announce that we received a grant from Tulare County for small
businesses and non-profits for $5,000.00 to help cover expenses like rent, utilities, and
updating office spaces to be worked in safely during the pandemic. We have also
received a grant from the Tulare County Historical Society toward our collection care
and digitization project for $1,750.00. This project is on a temporary hold while we wait
for the all clear to bring our collection back up to the office, but we are thrilled to be
moving forward to better care for the items in our collection and to be able to share
them online. We are looking forward to the future here at MKPS and planning on
innovative ways to both share our collection and host events.  

I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter and I thank you for your continued
support.  

Ghost of MK Road
 Tale
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Wow, I didn’t expect that we would still be shut down in August, but here we are. Safety is
still a top priority and we continue to work behind the scenes from home and, solitarily in
the office.
I wanted to share a picture of the new display case and posters I mentioned in the last
newsletter at the Honeymoon Cabin in Mineral King. Lisa and I are quite proud of the new
look inside the cabin and the story we are beginning to tell. Please stop in the Honeymoon
Cabin on your next visit to Mineral King and sign our guestbook.

The Honeymoon Cabin is in need of a roof repairs as well as other work listed below. We
would graciously accept donations or any in-kind donations of labor and materials to
complete our repair work. Below is a list of needed items and repairs to be completed:

1. Interior floor, west end, replace 4x12 feet with 1/12 boards.
2. Replace window pane North wall, 12-3/4”x 12-1/4” pane.
3. Replace outside wall, South side, with board and batten 1x12. Leave existing board
1x12 and put new over the top, 14’x7’ (1x12 material is already up there.)
4. South roof - replace shingles, 15’x9’, 5” course.
5. Replace steps and landing and railing.

Stay safe and we hope to see you soon!

Curator's Corner
SANDRA STRYD
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Cabin Sign Spruce Up!
Big thanks to Jana Botkin for giving the sign on the Honeymoon Cabin a nice
update! If you have a cabin sign in Mineral King and need someone to give it a bit
of love she has completed quite a few. You can contact Jana at
cabinart@cabinart.net 

Before After

Wish List Item Granted!
Karnig and Kristen Panosian donated a beautiful gently used Pottery Barn desk
to MKPS. This desk fits perfectly in our office and will be used by our curator
Sandi. Thank you! 



Stay tuned for updates on the locations and times for all events on Facebook, Instagram, and our website: 
 www.MineralKing.org

Lifetime Members
Though MKPS no longer offers the Lifetime Membership level tier, we are grateful to the following couples and

individuals who have signed up for a Lifetime Membership through the years. Though many have passed, we would like
to honor their generosity here, as well as on our website. 

Thank you to all of our members for your continued support!

Adams, Linda E.
Aldine, Charles R.
Alltucker, Michael
Alltucker, Marilyn
Andresen, Robert & Elizabeth
Assay, Lyal D., M.D.
Barboni, Richard
Barboni, Richard C., DDS
Bennett, Thiry Gail
Bickett, Jill
Bree, Donn, PhD
Brewer, Chris
Britten, Sophronia A. 
Brodhead, Loren F. 
Burdic, John & Elaine McCain
Bungay, Robert
Cairns, Aubrey
Cairns, David & Carol
Cattanach, David & Shirley
Cluck, Rosemary
Conrad, Kristy
Cosart, Pam Young
Cunningham, Glenn
Curry, Donald
Curtis, John & Linda
Davis, Alta S.
Davis III, Jeff & Sally
Deitz, Steve
Devol, Nicole
Devol, Randy
Devol, Sharon M. 
Devol, Shirley
Di Silvestro, Brian
Di Silvestro, Laurel
Dixon, Evander
Dobson, Edward Brown

 

Doctor, Joseph E.
Dungan, Vincent & Tori
Edgerton, Bradford & Louise
Elliot, John & Sarah
Gravelle, Gordon & Molly
Gregg, Mignon
Hack, Sherry
Hamilton, Maureen Griggs
Hansen, Jack & Barbara
Hansen, William & Jinx
Hawthorn, Roy
Hastrup, Louise
Hath, Kathy Tavares
Hawthorne, Roy
Hendricks, Stuart
Hengst, Robert & Linda
Hicks, Bob & Jerry
Holden, John
Hubbell, Robert & Jill Beckett
Jackson, Bruce & Marge
Jackson, Louise
Jacobsen, Richard & Patricia
Kelly, Bradford James
Kelly, Douglas
Koch, Richard & Jean
Kuhn, Janet L. 
Lean, Cathy Hansen
Ledford, Merl & Diane
Ledford, Joy
Livermore, Norman B., Jr. 
Luxenberg, Diana
Martin, Helen
Martin, William 
Matthews, Susan
Mauritson, Blake
Maze, Bill & Becky

 

Megalli, Mary Dungan
Mitchell, Annie
Newman, Robert & Betty
Off, Tracy
O'Neill, James & Louise
Peterson, Burton
Peterson, Edward (Jock) & Ora Kay
Peterson, Jay & Betsy
Paterson, Michael B.
Pinkham, Charles & Lindsay
Pinkham, Donald R. & Helen W.
Pinkham, Judee B.
Pinkham, Patrick & Mary
Queirolo, Annie Lowson
Reid, Harold & Torri
Runciman Jon
Runciman, Jere Jr.
Saurenman, Louise B. 
Sauve, Julie Chandler
Seaborn, Margaret
Shephard, Sonie Gay
Sorenson, Louise B. 
Stansfield, Jeff & Tracy
Steiny, J.D.
Steiny, Susan
Sweet, Ardeen
Tavares, Trevor
Vassar, Daniel & Barbara
Voelz, Daniel & Kim
Weldon, Marilyn K. 
Whitendale, Marjorie
Wills, Mary Bree
Wollenman, LaWanda
Young. Pam Cosart 
Zurcher, Esther

 

We have been working through past records to ensure that all member names have been properly
recorded. If you notice any errors or discrepancies, please contact Lisa Monteiro at Lisa@MineralKing.org
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Food for the Soul
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Annual Membership Levels:

Student ……………$15.00

 Individual …………$20.00

Family …………...…$40.00

 Business ……………$200.00

Annual Preservationist Level Members:

Farewell Gap Friends ………….…$250.00

Crystal Falls Champions …………$500.00

Sawtooth Supporters ……..………$1,000.00

Good words for Great Souls

PAGE 01

MEMBERSHIP

Membership income supports MKPS programs and projects. Call us or

sign up online at www.MineralKing.org/membership. 

In 2019 membership income was just over $400.00. Thanks to our generous
renewals and new sign ups we are over $5,000.00 in 2020! 

Thank you for renewing and supporting MKPS.
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The Grunigen home remained a happy, peaceful place to stay until the winter of 1916. That was the year that
Luther Mullenix was murdered in one of its bedrooms. Luther was the son of Isham Dykes Mullenix, who first
came to Mineral King during the mining boom of 1879. Isham worked in the mines for only three days before
deciding it wasn’t the job for him. On his way back down the road, he stopped at what became Atwell’s Mill, and
decided he liked the area. Isham homesteaded 160 acres along the Mineral King Road, part of which he sold to
Judge Atwell in 1886. Still, Isham kept an interest in part of the property and his children spent their summers
there. One daughter, Grace Mullenix Alles, made Atwell Mill her lifetime home for over seventy years. 

Isham’s son Luther, was not so fortunate. As a young man in the winter of 1916, Luther was working as
caretaker and handyman at the Grunigen ranch. One night, when he was alone at the ranch, someone shot him
in his bed. His body was found one or two days later by two Three Rivers men, Ernest Britten and Ord Loverin.
Tracks could be seen in the snow going from Coffee Pot Canyon to Salt Creek, but from there the trace was lost.
A handgun was found in a tree outside the Grunigen house, but it was a common model, and no one knew who it
belonged to. 

Even so, there were suspicions. It seems Luther had been courting a young girl in Three Rivers and the girl’s
mother did not approve of the courtship. Rumors abounded, with many people believing the girl’s mother had
sent her own handyman from Three Rivers up to the Grunigens to do away with Luther. Reinforcing the rumor
was the fact that the lady’s handyman disappeared the same day Luther was killed, and never heard from again. 

After Luther’s murder, Grunigens no longer was such a happy place, for it seemed a ghost occupied its rooms.
Throughout the years, several residents of the old house have told stories of visions, mysteriously opening and
closing doors and cupboards, and distinct sounds of moaning in the night. A few years ago, several visitors
stayed in the house and the couple who slept in Luther’s bedroom told of a disturbed night filled with strange
sounds and the mysterious opening and closing of the room’s door when no one was in sight. 

As you go up the road to Mineral King, you might slow down as you pass the Mitchell Ranch. It is a well-kept
holding, with the historic house maintained according to its original structure. You might feel a breeze coming
down the canyon, and picture what it looked like a century ago with several wagons and buggies sitting outside
while the travelers enjoyed the repast of Mrs. Grunigen. And if you pass late at night, you might even feel the
presence of the ghost that is said to still reside on the premises.

Ghost of Mineral King Road
The following is an excerpt of a tale written by Louise Jackson
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Stuart Hendricks - President 
Jim Ingram - Vice President 

Daniel Vassar- Treasurer
Kate Pinkham Wu - Secretary 

Forrest Jones
Cathy Lean

William Martin

Emeritus:
Michael Botkin
Louise Jackson
Marilyn Weldon

-  OFFICE DESK

- ACID FREE STORAGE BOXES

-  SCANNER

- PRINTER PAPER

-  CLEANING SUPPLIES

-  PRINTER INK

BOARD OF DIRECTORSWISH LIST
As a growing organization our needs are
many, but you can help! Here is a short

list of some of the items on our wish list: 

STAFF
Lisa Monteiro - Director 
Sandra Stryd - Curator

The Mineral King Preservation Society is dedicated to protecting
and preserving the cultural and natural history of Mineral King and

surrounding southern Sierra communities ,  and to educating the
public about the historic and natural significance of these areas

through programs and displays.

M K P S  M I S S I O N



Did you know the management of the historic district happens by a cooperative effort between the National Park Service
at Ash Mountain, the Mineral King Preservation Society, and the Mineral King District Association?  Representatives from
each group have been meeting monthly for several years to discuss and resolve issues affecting preservation, permits,
and the NPS.  

It is beneficial that each of these groups bring their own perspective to the table.  It has resulted in cooperation,
compromise, and building trusting relationships between the entities, as well as benefitting all users of Mineral King. 

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
We hope you will think of MKPS when

planning your estate, or as a fitting means
of honoring a departed friend or loved one.
The complete list of all memorial donations
made to MKPS throughout the years can be

found on our website. . 
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THANK YOU TO THE TRHS FOR PRINTING OUR NEWSLETTER!
 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER BY E-MAIL AND SAVE ON PRINTING AND
SHIPPING COSTS FOR MKPS AND TRHM PLEASE CONTACT US AT LISA@MINERALKING.ORG

M K P S ,  M K D A ,  A N D  T H E  P A R K

T H R E E  R I V E R S  H I S T O R I C A L  S O C I E T Y  &  M U S E U M



We had been planning a lecture series, Stories of the Sierra, to take place throughout Tulare
County this year. Even though in person events have had to be cancelled, we are moving

forward with ways to bring this series to all of you in 2021. We are looking for outdoor venues
and ways to safely meet in groups. This will most likely be a ticketed event so we can control the
number of attendees. As we plan, we decided to share previews of what the presentations will

be about. We are particularly excited to have Dr. Michael Adams, son of Ansel Adams,
committed to to presenting in this series. We thank you all for your patience as we continue

planning and are very thankful for our presenters that have committed to giving it another shot
in 2021!

C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N

Phone: (559)561-1000
Mailing Address: PO Box 86, Three Rivers, CA 93271

Office Address: 44198 Mineral King Rd., Three Rivers, CA 93271
Email :  l isa@mineralking.org
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My talk will be about my father, Ansel
Adams. His beginnings in San Francisco,
growing up, the piano which was his life goal
until about 1930. His first visit to Yosemite in
1916 with his family. He returned every year
of his life. Meeting my mother whose family
had started a gallery in Yosemite in 1902.
Ansel’s experiences in Yosemite, the
Yosemite back-country, the Sierra Club and
his two summers traveling in Kings Canyon
with Prof Joe LeConte and his family. I show
many of his photographs from his career,
including his acceptance of the Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President Carter and
later the designation of Mt. Ansel Adams in
Yosemite and the Ansel Adams Wilderness.
- Dr. Michael Adams

Stories of the Sierra 


